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sheets, including this cover sheet. 
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sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative 
Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes beyond 
the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 
Box. 

b. | ] (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 
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Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/013327 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 



This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
' ' which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the international application as originally Filed/furnished 
the description: 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the claims: 



as originally filed/furnished 



nos.* 
nos.* 
nos.* 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the drawings: 

sheets 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



[ I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
1 ■ they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 



Form PC T/I PEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/013327 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1 5 
Claims 



Claims 1 5 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (IA) claims 1 — 5 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP 1-36960 Y2 
Document 2: JP 11-335992 A 

Document 3: DE 3727563 C (J. M. VOITH GmbH), & JP 1-61591 
A & US 4880501 A & GB 2208879 A & AT 158388 
A & SE 8802510 A & FI 882992 A 



Claims 1 to 5 

Documents 1 and 2 disclose press belts with lands 
and water drainage grooves that have been arranged in an 
alternating manner, wherein the portions of the upper 
surface of a land that constitute a boundary with a water 
drainage groove have been given a sloping form by means 
of beveling or the like. However, the documents in 
question do not disclose or suggest a configuration 
wherein the upper surfaces of the lands have a projecting 
form, the entire surface of which is curved. 

Meanwhile, document 3 discloses a configuration 
wherein the upper surfaces of the lands have an entirely 
curved form; however, said document only presents 
inventions wherein the upper portions of the lands have a 
recessed form. 

The form of the upper surfaces of the lands on a 
press plate are closely associated with the functioning 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

of the press plate, and thus configuring so that the 
upper surfaces of the lands have a projecting form, the 
entire surface of which is curved, cannot be considered 
to be a simple design matter. Such being the case, the 
inventions set forth in claims 1 to 5 involve an 
inventive step in relation to documents 1 to 3. 
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